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Tue 27 June—Sun 24th September 2023

Exhibition Room 3, Lafcadio Hearn Memorial Museum

ORGANIZERS: Blue Moon Projects / Lafcadio Hearn Memorial Museum
CO-ORGANIZERS: The Hearn Society / Matsue City

SUPPORTED BY Culture Ireland

PARTNERS INCLUDE SO Fine Art Editions / Department of Foreign Affairs Ireland /
The Office of Public Works in Ireland / The Embassy of Ireland, Japan /
Printmaking Department, Tokyo University of the Arts / Yanagisawa Gallery /
Itazu Litho TOKYO / Yaizu Lafcadio Hearn Memorial Museum /

Sanin Japan-Ireland Association

*

Ballinglen Museum / Lafcadio Hearn Japanese Gardens /

Coastguard Cultural Centre Tramore / Hyde Bridge Gallery / Yeats Society Sligo /
The Hunt Museum / Farmleigh Gallery

HOURS: 8:30-18:30 (Reception closes at 18:10)

Open throughout the exhibition period
322 Okudani-cho, Matsue, Shimane 690-0872, Japan
PHONE: +81 852212147 FAX: +8I 852212156

E-MAIL: yakumo-k@web-sanin.co.jp
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waidan, by Patrick Lafcadio Hearn (1850-1904), was

published in 1904. This exhibition features the works

of 40 artists based in Ireland and Japan who have been

inspired by Kwaidan. Their interpretations are present-
ed in print and photographic form. The exhibition is organised
by the working group Blue Moon Projects, which was formed by
Irish artists, including Stephen Lawlor, Kate MacDonagh, and
Ed Miliano. The Lafcadio Hearn Memorial Museum was invited
by the organisers to host the exhibition.

Hearn moved to Ireland, his father’s homeland, at the age
of two. He experienced the tradition of oral storytelling through-
out his childhood in Ireland. He honed his skills as a writer
while working as a journalist in the USA, and later produced
many works in Japan. Of these, Kwaidan is considered to be a
masterpiece and the culmination of Hearn’s literary output.

Through prints and photographs, the 40 artists have at-
tempted to express the beauty of death, fear, inevitability and
the other elements which make up the stories in Kwaidan. As a
result, they have produced highly individual works using aston-
ishing techniques and interpretations of these strange and pro-
found tales.

In addition to honouring Hearn literature, this exhibition
deepens the cultural bonds created by Hearn between Japan and
Ireland. We hope that the contemporary art works will serve to
facilitate cultural exchange.

The exhibition will travel around Japan, to venues including
the Yaizu Lafcadio Hearn Memorial Museum, and The Embassy
of Ireland, Japan. It is also scheduled to be displayed in five ven-
ues in Ireland, including the Lafcadio Hearn Japanese Gardens
in Tramore, The Yeats Building in Sligo, and Farmleigh House &
Estate in Dublin. The Lafcadio Hearn Memorial Museum is hon-
oured to open “KWAIDAN—Encounters with Lafcadio Hearn”

on the 173" anniversary of Hearn’s birth.

TOUR SCHEDULE

EXHIBITED WORKS

» Twenty works by artists working in Ireland: 20 works
(18 Prints, 2 Photographs)

» Twenty works by artists working in Japan: 20 works
(18 Prints, 2 Photographs)

» Total: 40 works

PARTICIPATING ARTISTS

» Artists from Ireland

Yoko Akino / Ailbhe Barrett / Nuala Clarke / Niamh Flanagan /
Richard Gorman / Richard Lawlor / Stephen Lawlor /
Sharon Lee / Kate MacDonagh / Alice Maher /

Eimearjean McCormack / James McCreary / Ed Miliano /
Niall Naessens / Kelvin Mann / David Quinn / Barbara Rae /
Robert Russell / Amelia Stein / Dominic Turner

> Artists from Japan

Kanami Hano / Yoko Hara / Jin Hirosawa / Aya Ito / O Jun /
Mayumi Kimura / Chie Matsui / Seiichiro Miida /

Yuka Miyajima / Shoji Miyamoto / Junko Ogawa /

Shoko Osugi / Yuki Saito / Michael Schneider / Sudi /
Azusa Takahashi / Yo Takahashi / Kanako Watanabe /
Toshiya Watanabe / Katsutoshi Yuasa

EVENTS

Opening ceremony

10:00AM, Tuesday, 27" June

Exhibition Room 3, multi-purpose space,
Lafcadio Hearn Memorial Museum
Opening reception  * Persons involved only
6:00rM, Monday 26% June

Kyojin Stewhouse (562-1 2F Otesemba-cho, Matsue)

2023 27" June—2.4" September Japan Lafcadio Hearn Memorial Museum Matsue, Shimane
14™ October—8™ January 2024 Japan Yaizu Lafcadio Hearn Memorial Museum Yaizu, Shizuoka
2024  *Details to be confirmed Japan Yanagisawa Gallery Saitama
18 April—24™ May Ireland  Ballinglen Museum Mayo
31 May—12 July Ireland  Lafcadio Hearn Japanese Gardens & Waterford
Coastguard Cultural Centre Tramore
30" July—30™ August Ireland  Hyde Bridge Gallery, Yeats Building Sligo
3" December—22" February 2025 Ireland  The Hunt Museum Limerick
2025 6™ March—24™ August Ireland  Farmleigh House & Estate, Art Gallery Dublin
* Details to be confirmed Japan The Embassy of Ireland, Japan/Ireland House Shinjuku, Tokyo

* Details to be confirmed

Japan

EXPO 2025 Osaka, Kansai

Osaka
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WORKS BY ARTISTS WORKING IN IRELAND
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Stephen Lawlor | O-Jochu (Mujina) | Etching Kate McDonagh | Ghostly Shades | Woodblock Alice Maher | Rokuro-Kubi | Ecching
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Ed Miliano | Oshidori | Silkscreen TITF =y F T A
Niall Naessens | Ubazakura, in the Garden ofSaihoji Richard Gorman | Tenkara
Aquatint etching Woodblock
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Eimearjean McCormack | Hérai

Sharon Lee | Her Myopic Sight | Lithogmph Amelia Steins | Kniferock/T'ideli;ze | l’hotogmphy

Silkscreen
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WORKS BY ARTISTS WORKING IN JAPAN
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Sudi | Soul | Archival pigment princ Katsutoshi Yuasa | 16 Zakura | Woodblock Shoko Osugi | The Dream qukinosuke | Lithograph
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Yo Takahashi | Nape | Woodblock Toshiya Watanabe | Jiu-roku-zakura | Archival pigment print Azusa Takahashi | Aemosphere | Stencil
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TIEREI BT BEH WL ‘ AR B Chie Matsui | A Dead Secret | Lithograph Jin Hirosawa | Another World | Etching

Michael Schneider
Yes! It Used to Snow. It was Magic. | Woodblock
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waidan—Encounters with Lafcadio Hearn is an exhibition of prints

I by 20 Japanese and 20 Irish based artists consisting of a sumptuous ar-

ay of visual interpretations of Kwaidan, the well-known book of

ghost stories published in 1904 by Patrick Lafcadio Hearn (1850-1904), also
known as Koizumi Yakumo.

In 2017 Irish artist Stephen Lawlor brought an exhibition of works to
Tokyo based on the poetry of W.B. Yeats. It was here that he first heard of the
writer, translator and teacher Lafcadio Hearn. Together with fellow artists
Kate MacDonagh and Ed Miliano, who formed a working group and began
to develop an exhibition inspired by the writings of Hearn.

Ireland is traditionally famous for storytelling, which is deeply reflected
in the country’s folklore and culture. Through his early life in Ireland, Lafcadio
Hearn absorbed the tradition of storytelling, honed his skills as a young writer
in the United States and subsequently wrote his best works in Japan.

Through the mediums of contemporary printmaking and photography
cach of the 40 artists has engaged with a story from Hearn’s masterpicce
Kuwaidan. The result is a striking variety of skill and haunting interpretation
that reflects upon these strange and ghostly tales.

There are several images of Mujina, with her sad, featureless face await-
ing the unwary passers-by on a lonely slope by the Akasaka Road. Alice
Maher’s portrayal of Rokuro-kubi confronts both the terror and humour of
the five floating Goblin heads, their intertwined hair representing the forest
in which they dwell, creating “a great knot of evil intent”

As described in Jiu-roku-zakura Katsutoshi Yuasa is relieved to know
that ‘such an equilibrium existed in the world’ as death and the beauty of the
cherry blossom in full bloom. Miyamoto Shoji was deeply affected by the
loneliness of Hoichi as described in the Story of Mimi-nashi-Hoichs.

Some of these tales are ancient, some just local folklore but Hearn has
woven them into a language that can joyously be translated into visual form.

The objective of this Kwaidan exhibition is to draw more serious atten-
tion to Lafcadio Hearn in Ireland and to elevate his work more fully into the
pantheon of great Irish writing, where his extraordinarily powerful fiction,
non-fiction and journalism so justly deserves to be. Through an extensive tour-
ing schedule in Japan and Ireland, the exhibition will also bring the two coun-
tries into closer cultural contact and will build on the aspirations set out in
“Taking Forward Partnership with Shared Ambition”, the Joint Statement be-
tween the Governments of Ireland and Japan that was issued in June of 2022.

In partnership with Culture Ireland, SO Fine Art Editions, the Office of
Public Works in Ireland and the Department of Foreign Affairs this project
has grown to include five venues in Japan and five in Ircland. We are pleased
to announce that Kwaidan will take place at the Lafcadio Hearn Memorial

Museum in Matsue and Yaizu.

The organiser
Blue Moon Projects, Stephen Lawlor

www.kwaidanexhibition.com
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